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The third International Conference of Quantitative Genet-

ics was held at Zheijiang University, Hangzhou, China

from August 18 to 24, 2007. The papers of invited speakers

at the conference comprise this issue of Genetica.

The first ICQG was held in Ames, Iowa in 1976 and the

second in Raleigh, North Carolina in 1987. Since the

conference in Raleigh statistical techniques then in their

infancy, such as QTL mapping and MCMC analysis, have

become standard but still developing practices. New

molecular techniques have enabled individual genes con-

tributing to variation in quantitative traits to be identified.

The new technologies of genomics and gene expression

arrays provide new opportunities to understand the genetic

basis of quantitative characters, but also new problems in

statistical inference. The application of quantitative

genetics has broadened from primarily animal and plant

breeding into the genetics of human disease and the anal-

yses of natural populations and their evolution. Indeed, it is

now often termed the genetics of complex traits, in rec-

ognition of the fact that most diseases, for example, are not

determined by just one or a handful of genes. The death of

quantitative genetics has been forecast for 40 years or

more; but it lives on, strongly.

The wide range of topics and methods discussed in these

papers show the diversity of applications of quantitative

genetics and of the technologies employed. The conference

was run as a single session in order to foster interactions

and exchange of ideas and problems among those working

on these different systems, species and technologies. In

addition a number of selected short papers were presented

in the oral sessions and others as posters. There were a total

of 201 delegates at the conference, including 129 from

outside the home country, who had opportunity to see and

hear about research in quantitative genetics in China.

Zhejiang University is one of the five most highly

ranked research institutions in China, and arose from the

merger of four specialist universities in the city. A new

campus is being built and part of the University is already

on that site. The City of Hangzhou is one of the seven

ancient capital cities of China, and has many attractive

features, including the famed West Lake. It is the capital

city of Zheijiang province and has a population of nearly

4 million.

Participants in Hangzhou considered intervals of 10 or

20 years far too long to enable adequate discussion and

review of a changing subject, and that 5 years should be

aimed for. Accordingly, the fourth conference will be held

in Edinburgh in 2012.

Those from outside the University are grateful to Jun

Zhu and to the large team of staff and students at Zheijiang

University led by Longjian Fan who undertook all the work

and were exposed to the stresses and strains of managing a

successful large conference. The conference and social

events were excellent and provided many visitors their first

exposure to Chinese culture. We are also grateful to Ron
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Woodruffe for offering to publish the invited papers in a

special issue of Genetica and facilitating their publication,

and to their authors. We were responsible for editing the

papers.

Bruce Weir (Raleigh) and Bill Hill (Edinburgh) (Chairs,

Program Committee)

Jun Zhu (Hangzhou) and Zhao-Bang Zeng (Raleigh)

(Chairs, Organising Committee)

212 Genetica (2009) 136:211–212

123


	The Third International Conference of Quantitative Genetics


<<
  /ASCII85EncodePages false
  /AllowTransparency false
  /AutoPositionEPSFiles true
  /AutoRotatePages /None
  /Binding /Left
  /CalGrayProfile (None)
  /CalRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CalCMYKProfile (ISO Coated v2 300% \050ECI\051)
  /sRGBProfile (sRGB IEC61966-2.1)
  /CannotEmbedFontPolicy /Error
  /CompatibilityLevel 1.3
  /CompressObjects /Off
  /CompressPages true
  /ConvertImagesToIndexed true
  /PassThroughJPEGImages true
  /CreateJDFFile false
  /CreateJobTicket false
  /DefaultRenderingIntent /Perceptual
  /DetectBlends true
  /ColorConversionStrategy /sRGB
  /DoThumbnails true
  /EmbedAllFonts true
  /EmbedJobOptions true
  /DSCReportingLevel 0
  /SyntheticBoldness 1.00
  /EmitDSCWarnings false
  /EndPage -1
  /ImageMemory 524288
  /LockDistillerParams true
  /MaxSubsetPct 100
  /Optimize true
  /OPM 1
  /ParseDSCComments true
  /ParseDSCCommentsForDocInfo true
  /PreserveCopyPage true
  /PreserveEPSInfo true
  /PreserveHalftoneInfo false
  /PreserveOPIComments false
  /PreserveOverprintSettings true
  /StartPage 1
  /SubsetFonts false
  /TransferFunctionInfo /Apply
  /UCRandBGInfo /Preserve
  /UsePrologue false
  /ColorSettingsFile ()
  /AlwaysEmbed [ true
  ]
  /NeverEmbed [ true
  ]
  /AntiAliasColorImages false
  /DownsampleColorImages true
  /ColorImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /ColorImageResolution 150
  /ColorImageDepth -1
  /ColorImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeColorImages true
  /ColorImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterColorImages false
  /ColorImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /ColorACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /ColorImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000ColorImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasGrayImages false
  /DownsampleGrayImages true
  /GrayImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /GrayImageResolution 150
  /GrayImageDepth -1
  /GrayImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeGrayImages true
  /GrayImageFilter /DCTEncode
  /AutoFilterGrayImages true
  /GrayImageAutoFilterStrategy /JPEG
  /GrayACSImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.76
    /HSamples [2 1 1 2] /VSamples [2 1 1 2]
  >>
  /GrayImageDict <<
    /QFactor 0.15
    /HSamples [1 1 1 1] /VSamples [1 1 1 1]
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayACSImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /JPEG2000GrayImageDict <<
    /TileWidth 256
    /TileHeight 256
    /Quality 30
  >>
  /AntiAliasMonoImages false
  /DownsampleMonoImages true
  /MonoImageDownsampleType /Bicubic
  /MonoImageResolution 600
  /MonoImageDepth -1
  /MonoImageDownsampleThreshold 1.50000
  /EncodeMonoImages true
  /MonoImageFilter /CCITTFaxEncode
  /MonoImageDict <<
    /K -1
  >>
  /AllowPSXObjects false
  /PDFX1aCheck false
  /PDFX3Check false
  /PDFXCompliantPDFOnly false
  /PDFXNoTrimBoxError true
  /PDFXTrimBoxToMediaBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXSetBleedBoxToMediaBox true
  /PDFXBleedBoxToTrimBoxOffset [
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
    0.00000
  ]
  /PDFXOutputIntentProfile (None)
  /PDFXOutputCondition ()
  /PDFXRegistryName (http://www.color.org?)
  /PDFXTrapped /False

  /Description <<
    /ENU <>
    /DEU <>
  >>
>> setdistillerparams
<<
  /HWResolution [2400 2400]
  /PageSize [5952.756 8418.897]
>> setpagedevice


